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A Difcourfe between JEST and EARNEST 
concerning the TIMES. 


To be continued Weekly. 


THURSDAY April 16. 1718. 


LD Serious, your Difcourfe 
at our laft meeting, concern- 
ing the Sympathy and mu- 
tual Agreemeent, that there is 
between the Papifts and Fanaticks, as to the 
Tencts and Pofitions, mutually held and laid 
down by each other, have put me upon the 
Hunt alfo to come in for my Share of the Ar- 
gument: And I have that in my Hand here, 
that will ftrengthen and corroborate what has 
been before faid on this Subject, 

Earneft. On the Hunt, fay’ft thou? A Man 
need not to go far to find Materials for fich a 
Work, they prefent themfelves fo plentifully to 
our View upon all Occafions, But, though it 
no Ways belongs to your Province to make 
fuch Collections, you will do well, in reading 
them. 

Feft. Nay, if you begin to doubt my Abili- 
ties to make a proper Choice ; I'll een pocket 
shem up, and leave you to de/cant on what 

fall beft, pleafe you. ‘Though I fhould think 
# not impertinent to add too Solemn Leagues, 
Oaths and Covenants, that I have juft now trans- 
cribed from Sion College Library : One made a- 


Tet. 


_—_ 


gainft the King by the Papifs, the other made 
againft the King by the Fanaticks. 

Earneft. You mean that, I prefume made by 
the one, when Sir Francis Baggot was General 
of the Rebels, that waged War againit King 
Henry VIiil, for his being a Proteftant and mar- 
rying a Lutheran, and that by the other forced 
upon Men's ConfCiences in England and Scot- 
land, at the Time of the Grand Rebellion a- 
gainft King Charles the Firlt, the blefled Mare 
tyr. Nothing can be more to our Purpofe, 
‘twill be of great ufé to our Readers to give the 
Publick a Sight of them. 

Fet. Tis obfervable, that in both they pre- 
tend Loyalty and Obedience to the King’s Zeal 
for Religion, and good Will to the Common 
Wealth. (Reads.) 


The Solemn Oath and Covenant of the ]apitts 
in Con{piracy againft King Uenry the Eighth, 


To wits 
Y € thall not enter into this ovr JDi{1- 
grimage of Grace for the Conmmyn: 
lweitye, but only for the Love that pou 
ere 








bere untae Almighty Godde, his Faith, 
anv to boly Churche Miticant the Watt 
tenance thereof, to the jPelervation 
of the iktng’s JDerfon, his itwe, to the 
puritping ct the Aobiitie, and to erputte 
ail Clilayne Glade, and evil Councellors 
anaint the Conmyn-weithe, from bis 
Orace and the jPrivie Cawnteli of the 
fame, and tyat pe hail not enter tnt 
oure fatd JDiigrimage, for no particular 
{Profite to pour felf, noz to da no Difplea: 
ture to no privey Derfon, but by Councell 
for the Commpn-welthe, mo fice, no 
murder fo2 no Gnbye, buc tn pour Herts 
put away all Fear and Dread, and take 
afore pou the Crofie of Cheift, and in 
pout Hearts bis Fatth, the Reftitution 
of the Churche, the Subpremon of thele 
Mervtyks, and theic Dpynyons, by alt 
the Holle Contents of this Wook; Speeds 
Lift, H. 8. c.25. p. 707. 


The Fanaticks folemn League and Covenant a- 
gainft King Charles the Firft, 


To wit, 

y € noe fivear, that ye thalt fincerelp, 
really and canftantiy, though the 
Grace of Gov, endeavour tn pour feve: 
rat jplaces and Calitugs, the Reformation 
Of Religion {tt Englend AND Irland, ag it is 
reformed {tt Scotland. Chat ve thall with: 
out Belper of Perfons endeavour the 
Erticpation of jOopery, Welacy, that ts 
Church: Gavernment bp Arch-bifhops , 
Bithops, Deans, their Chancellors anv 
Connuiffacies, and all other Ccclefiattt- 
cal Officers, Depending on the Hterar: 
chy, Chat pe thal with the fame Since- 
rity, Reality, and Conftancy in pone fe: 
peral Ciocations, endeavour with pour 
éftates and Lives mutually to preterbe 
the Rights and jOeivileges of IParlia- 
ments, and the due Liberties cf the 
ingdom, and to preferve and defend 
the iting’s Bajetty, bis Werfon and Au: 
thoity, that the Ccloza map bear Cit 
nefs with pour Conlctences of pour Loy: 
alty, and that pe have no Choughts 02 
Gnteniians to oiminihh his Bajelty's jut 

jower and Oreatuels. 
Chat pe Hall allo, with all Faithful- 
nels, endeavour the Difcavery ofall tuch 
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as habe been, o2 hall be Fucendiaries, 
Palignants, ov evil Jn{ruments by htn: 
Dering the Reformation, dividing the King 
from bis JPeople, that they map be 
brought to Crpal, aiiv receive convinn 
Punihment, 

Chat ve hall alitt and defend what ve 
can, all thole that enter tito this biehen 
League and Covenant. 

Chat ye poofefs and declare before 
Ood and the Clowd, pour unteigneds De: 
fire to be humbled for pour Sins, and fo. 
the Sing of the Kingdom, and that te is 
pour Care andunfeigned Jourpoie to a: 
mend pour Ltbes, 

And this Covenant pe make tn the 
jrelence of Aintixhty Hov, the Searcher 
of Hearts, with a true Jntention to pee: 
foun the fame, as pve fhalt antwer tt at 
the great Day, when the Secrets of ail 
Hearts (hail be Bilclofed, mot jumb‘p 
befeeching the Lod te ftrengtien pou by 
bis Daly Spirit to this Cud, and to blels 
pout Delitces and jProcecdinns with 
Succes, as map be Deliberance anv 
and Satery ta his People, and Cncou- 
ragement to other Cheittian Churches, 
groantiux under, o2 in Danger of the 
Poke of Anti Chriftian Cpranny, to jon 
in the fame o2 itke Affociation and Cove: 
nant, ta the Olow of God, the Enlarge: 
ment of the Kingdom of Jets Chit, 
and the jPcace and Crangutlity of Cha- 
ftian Lingdoms and Common: CMlealips. 
So help you Ged, Full. Hitt. ch, 1. lib) at. c 24. 
p. 201. Concordant ambo cum Origin, W.R. 

Earnef, You might have left out your La- 
tin for 1 am well-affured of the Faithfulneté 
of the Copy, and thar it is an exact Tranfcripe 
Word for Word, from the Original. Nvuw if 
any unbyafs'd and unprejudiced Perfon will 
but compare thefe Covenants together, he 
may eafily fee and conclude, that tho’ the one 
be larger than the other, yer that the Fa aticks 
took the Platform of their Covenant from the 
Papifts, only the Papiffs in their Covenant {wore 
to maintain the ancient Hierarchy; and to pre- 
ferve not only the King, but alfo his Heirs and 
Iffue. Whereas the Fanaticks {wore to extirpate 
all Hierarchy, and alrho’ they took an Oath to 
preferve the King, they did not {wear to pre- 
ferve his lawful Heir and Iffue, for they do not 
make the leaft mention ofthem in theitCovenant. 
And 





And it is to be noted farther, that altho’ the 
Fanaticks in their Covenant {wore to preferve 
and defend the King’s Perfon and Authority, yet 
they fwore co maintain him only in his jut 
Power and Greatnefs. And they made them- 
felves Interpreters of what was the Kings juft 
Power and Greatnefs. Furthermore, the Ju- 
naticks in their Covenant, {wore to preferve and 
defend the King’s Perfon and Authority, only in 
Jubjerviency to the Rights and Privileges of Par- 
liaments, and the Libcrties of the People and 
Kingdom ; all waich they in their Covenant 
put before the Prefervation of the King, his 
P.rfon and Authority. Whereas the Truth is 
this, to wit, That neither the Rights and Pri- 
wvileges Of Paritaments, nov the Liberties of the 
People, can poffibly be prefirsed and maintained 
wi:bout the conftant Prefervation of the King, 
his Perfon and dutherity, his Heirs and Succef- 
forsin bis, aud their full Rights and Royal Pre- 
r gatiwis. 

For the King is the Life of the Kingdom: He 
alone by his rrerogative gives Life and Being 
to Parliaments, and with the Breath of his 
Mouth, can, and does Annihilitate them at his 
pleafure. He is the Spring and Fountain-Head 
of all the People’s Likrties: They are all the 
Refults and Etiects of his Dofations, upon con- 
dition of their Fealy and Layal:y to Him. For 
in Ev gland, whatever Lands, . Immunities and 
Privileges the Subjects enjoy, they hold all a 
Capite from the King, ard his Heirs ; and there- 
fore to turn the Stream of Succetfion from the 
King or his Firft-dorr, who is Heir to the Crown, 
or to infringe their antient Rights and Preroga- 
tives, is truly to deftroy the Subjects jult Tile 
to their Liberties and Enfranch:fements: All 
which Libei ties depend upon their Allegiance 
to the King, and his lawful Heirs. 

But it is not proper to defcant any further 
on thefe Rebelliows Engagements and Covenants, 
either of Papifts or of Fanaticks; only let me 
take leave to add this, Sci/, That if according 
to fome Romifh Auchors, the Protefants, that 
is, the Epifcopal Men of the Church of England, 
be (as indeed they are) like the Papz/fs, in all 
that is good in the Papifts; then we may on 
the other Hand avouch for a Truth, thac the 
Fanaticks are like the Papifts, in all or mott 
things which are bad in the Papifts. Aid there- 
fore if thofe Authors would have us to Jove the 
Panis, for what they are like unto us. Then 
Reaion 


ls us, that We ought to dient trom 





both Papiffs and Fanaticks in what they are 
contrary tO us, and ever to abhor their treafona- 
ble Practices of covenanting againtt our lawful 
Princes and their Heirs, upon Prevence of Want 
of Grace, ov the like; for be that bateth Right- 
cufnefs fhall govern; nor zs it lawful to fay unto 
a King, thou art wicked, 1 or unto Princes, ye are 
ungodly, Job. 34.17, 18. 

Fe. Well faid old Heart of Oak: I per- 
ceive now, thou art come back to thy old To- 
pick again, which furnifhes me with an Op- 
portunity of defiring you to fatisfy the Requeft 
ofan Oxonian, who is very prefling in his Let- 
ter for us to go further; yerin our Difcourfe 
concerning that falfe Pofition, Scil, That seme 
poral Dominion ss founded in Grnce; Which has - 
been falready proved to be maintained by the 
Papifts and the Fanaticks. 

Earneft. \ thall ever be ready as much as in 
me lies, to comply with the Defires of any 
Member belonging to that learned Body ; tho’ 
our time is fo far fpent, as not to permit me 
to finith what I have to fay on a Subjet fo very: 
copious as this is, till our next meeting. In 
order to this as I am to tell you, that as Re- 
bellion among Heathens and irreligious Men 
commonly arifes from Pride and Ambition, from 
Luft, Envy and Malice, from Difcontents, Op= 
preffion and Tyranny: So Sedition and Rebellum 
among Religiouws Men who profefs Chriftianity, 
and pretend to Tendernefs of Conftience, to 
Grace and Holmefs; ordinarily, yea, chiefly ;-if 
not wholly, arifes from a Pertwation and- firm 
Belef of that very talf@ Doétrine and Pofition, 
ftifly maintained both by Papifts and Fanaticks, 
to. wit, that temporal Dominion ws founded in 
Grace, and that only the Godly ought to Reign 
and Govern upon Earth, ‘ 

But before I proceed to difprove the afore~ 
{aid Pofitions, ic will be neceflary to inform 
the weaker fort cf Men what isgenerally meare 
by Grace ; vid. the Gifts ani Graces of the 
Holy Ghoft, fuchas. 1. A Faith in Chri. A 
Belief of the Chriftian Religion: Without which 
Belief every Man is an Infidel. 2. All Moral 
Virtues wrought ia Us by the Holy Ghft, con- 
curring with our own Endeavours; fuch as 
Sobriety, Prudence, Fuftice, Love, Meekue/s, &c. 
Sanétification, and Hoisne(s of Life and Adanners, 
withouc which every Man is morally wicked, 

The Fanaticks, both Claffical, Congregational, 
and Anabaptifts (co do them right) by Grace do 
commonly mean, a Converfion unto God, a firm 
Faith 





Faith in Cérift, Sand&tification, and Holinefs of 
Life, and other Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Spire. And farther, by Grace they all mean a 
firm Belief of the Truth of their own feveral 
Wavs of Church Government, in Oppofition un- 
to the Hierarchy: And whoever is not of their 
Way and Per/wafion, is \ook’d upon by them 
as no better than an Heathen and Publican, or 
ene that is Ungodly and wanting Grace. And 
therefore, if he that is not of their Way and 
Perfiwafion be a King or Magiftrate, and will 
mot come over to them, and declare that he 
has Grace, and is in the Number of the Godly; 
if he will not do-fo, then he has no Right to 
Rule and Govern over them, nor to impofe 
Laws upon their Confeiences, but they may law- 
fully refit Tach a Prince or Magiftrate. And 
that becaufe, according to them, All temporal 
Dominion is (sunded in Grace. 

' The Papifts in like manner by Grace mean, 
not only a Faith in Fefus Chriff, &c, But alfo, 
and primarily, a firm Belief of the Popes Supre- 
macy, and of the Church of Rome’s Authority 
over all others in the Cbrifiian World. And 
whoever denies the Pope's Supremacy, or the 

ticular Church of Rome to be the only Ca- 
tholick Church of Chrift, is an Heretick, and has 
no true Grace. And therefore if fuch an He- 
retick be an Emperor, King, or fupreme AZagi- 
firate, he ought not to Reign, and Govern in 
any Chriftian Common-wealth, until he fhall o- 
penly repent and return to the Church of Rome. 

For. until that be done, he (tho’ a King) is ad- 
judged by them no other than a gracele/s Hea- 
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then or Apofiate, and therefore ought not to 
Govern ; fince according to them, All tempo- 
ral Dominion is founded in Grace, that is, ina 
Faith in Fefes Chrifly-and in a Belief of the 
JPape’s Supremacy. -The firft that we read of 
who profefied and afferted this Doctrine of tem- 
poral Dominion being founded in Grace, was Pope 
Hildebrand, Qui Satanam imitatus, {e bujus mun- 
di Regna Univerfa pro Imperio auferre, & dare 
jacitavit; who like Satan, pretended that all 
the Kingdoms of the World were at his Difpo- 
fal, and that he being Chrift’s Vicegerent, had 
full Power to give or take them away, as he 
thould think fit. 

The Firft Anti-Papifts, that we meet with, 
that ftood by and affirmed the fame Tenets, 
were Wickliff, Hufs, and the Waldenfes (if the 
Monks are to be credited) which Bifhop Davee 
nant fay’s, was there great Error. But as the 
fame Author obferves, although thofe Good 
Min were of that Opinion, yet their Error and 
Miftake was not fo great as the Papifts. For 
Huf and the Waldenfes were abfolutely againft 
fertting afide the Férft-born Princes, for want 
of Grace. I could here inftance in many more 
Particulars, but the Time alloted for this Wek- 
ly Converfation, is fo far fpent that I muft refer 
the Arguments that are to be brought in Oppo- 
fition to this unwarrantable Doéfrine, till our 
next, after which J fhall releafe you from the 
further Purfitit, of a Matter which fome Peo- 
ple of your Volatile Temper, may think we 
have already dwell’d upon too Jong. 
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